[Repercussions of blood transfusions on postoperative complications in patients with multiple trauma].
Multiple factors connected with the trauma itself or with its therapy may cause post-operative complications in injured patients. In a previous study we have reported on a higher mortality rate in patients that received large quantities of blood. The present report concerns 223 cases of trauma by penetrating and non-penetrating injuries in which the possible influence of blood transfusions on subsequent morbidity was assessed. It was verified that transfused patients exhibited more infections and general complications, as well as a higher mortality rate than controls. A progressive effect related to the number of units of blood administered could be demonstrated. The most unfavorable outcomes correspond to the transfusions of more than 1500 ml of blood.